S
ince early childhood, I have had a passion for two things: books and insects. While working on master's degrees in library science and entomology, I've had the unique opportunity to combine these fields. My library background led to an interest in bibliographical information, and thus, as part of my master's program in entomology at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, I chose to research and compile a list of fictional works (published/produced in the United States, 1950 States, -2012 about or including insects, spiders, related arthropods, and/or entomologists as main characters.
Although there are numerous small bibliographies about insects, a full list seems to be missing from the literature. Therefore, this "Insectography" may be of interest and benefit to entomologists, librarians, teachers, and the general public (including parents) looking for a variety of resources in popular culture about entomology.
Although this publication will focus on bibliographical works, the complete Insectography, which also includes a filmography of television shows/episodes, cartoons, and video games that incorporate entomology as a theme, can be viewed at http://unlcms.unl.edu/entomology/ bugbuddies/insectography.
the Bibliography
Books in this bibliography include works of fiction that are subdivided into children's books, novels (adult and young adult), and children's/young adult series. Novels listed may feature insects or entomologists (professionals or amateurs) 'as a main part of the story. A plot synopsis is included for each work. In addition, the book's primary insect order is included; if there are three or more insect orders, this is noted as "Multiple Orders, " and if the type of insect is not apparent (such as a mutant, alien, or general "bug"), then the order is listed as "Non-specified. "
The Insectography includes books published in the United States (traditional or self-published) from 1950-2012. Where possible, publication city is included in the citation, but in some cases, this isn't available for self-published books or "e-books" (books published only in electronic format). Many of the print works can be obtained from brick-and-mortar booksellers; hardcover, paperback, and electronic copies are often available from Barnes and Noble, Amazon, or other online retailers.
Children's Books
The children's books included here are generally written for school-aged children, aged 5 and up. In some cases, age ranges may also include younger children, but as long as the older age group is included, the book is on the list (i.e., a book for ages 4-8 would be included, but one for ages 1-4 would not). Recommended age ranges are listed in the citation when this information is available.
Children's fiction books often have an educational intent,
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as well as being entertaining. Because of the extensive number of children's books about insects, the bibliography is primarily limited to works that involve an insect as a main character, learning or teaching about a life process (metamorphosis) or a life lesson (e.g., friendship or self-esteem). It does not include fictionalized accounts of real-world skills, such as using insects to learn how to count or alphabetize, or showing how a child character learns about the life cycle of insects. Therefore, within the context of this bibliography, "Educational" is defined as a book where an insect character learns a life lesson. In my research, I found that almost all of these books fit within this definition. However, there are also a few that involve a character's adventure or fun experience (e.g., solving a mystery, saving the day, going on vacation). In cases where the book has this latter element instead of or in addition to a moral lesson, I have marked it as being "Entertaining. " Children's fictionalized works aren't always scientifically accurate, but focus more on the lesson or adventure of the character. For example, there are many books in which worker bees or biting mosquito characters are male, when realistically they would be female. Likewise, an immature holometabolous character (such as a young fly), may be represented as a smaller version of its adult insect parents rather than as a larva. There are also many stories that involve insect families living and spending time together. Because the object of these books is to teach about life and morals, not about species of insects, these inaccuracies really aren't relevant in these works. However, in some cases, a life process, such as metamorphosis, is experienced by the character and is represented more believably.
Novels
Novels listed may feature insects, related arthropods, or entomologists as a main part of the plot. This may include science fiction or fantasy depictions that have an insect basis, such as alien insects, hybrids, or mutant monster bugs. For purposes of this bibliography, novels must be approximately 100 pages or more in length, accommodating both adult novels (which tend to be longer) and young adult novels. Individual short stories and novellas are not included, but a few anthologies may be. Adult novels that may be in a series are also included where applicable.
Series
For young adult or children's series, one title within the series is listed bibliographically and other titles within that series are noted at the end of the citation. In some cases, only one book in a series has an entomological focus, while others represent many adventures of the same insect character or characters.
It is my hope that this Insectography offers readers the references they need to quickly access books about entomology. My goal is to increase awareness about and publicize many fictionalized works that may be obscure or less well known and present them for the enjoyment of scientists and the general public. By having the bibliography in one place, complete with synopses, users can easily find the works that interest them.
One of the biggest surprises I had during the course of this project was finding how often insects are featured in children's literature. For parents or teachers, this list provides a good starting point for resources that introduce morals in a fun way. Insect characters make great protagonists for teaching life lessons! For more information about the Insectography, please contact the author, Erin Bauer, at ebauer2@unl.edu. Diptera Jake rescues some worms and keeps them in his bedroom, only to discover they have turned into flies. Now he must try to rid his house of the flies before too much trouble ensues. Non-specified 1-9 Little fat bug has never met the other bugs who share her blanket. They all live in separate holes, but little fat bug decides to invite them all to her birthday party. Here the insects discover that no one looks the same, and are shocked and offended by it. Eventually they learn about tolerance and acceptance of those who are different, and gain an appreciation for diversity. 
Park, L. S. (2007

Multiple Orders 4-8; Entertaining
Insect athletes are about to start a race for a prize, but something stops them and no one runs. However, they are all awarded with gumdrops anyway. Horsefly and Honeybee don't want to share the same flower, but when they are both caught by a frog, they must work together to escape. 
Hymenoptera 4-8; Entertaining
Violet the honeybee has a fun day in store…she'll work in the garden and spend time with her fellow bees. Jazper housesits for some moths and learns their magic transformation spells. Now he is amazing all the other insects with his morphing tricks, while the moths are preparing to rid themselves of the competition.
Climo, S. (1982
Egielski, R. (1995).
Buz. New York, NY: HarperCollins Publishers.
Non-specified 3-7; Entertaining Buz is an insect that is accidently swallowed by a boy. The boy takes medication to rid himself of Buz, who now desperately needs to make his escape! 
Hymenoptera 3-5; Entertaining
Bee decides that being plain black is boring, and goes about designing different sweaters until she discovers that the black and yellow one fits just right. Lepidoptera 3-5 Caterpillar would like to fly, but her friends are discouraging until they all find a strange creature emerging from a chrysalis. 
Lepidoptera, Hymenoptera 3-5; Entertaining
When insects find their food is disappearing, they see a strange silver trail that may just lead to the culprit. 
Lepidoptera, Hymenoptera
Friends Butterfly and Bee discover that although each can fly, they can't fly the same height…but these differences don't matter. 
Mantodea 3-8; Entertaining
Manuelo wants to play music just as crickets and katydids do. He learns how to fashion a cello out of common materials and fulfills his dream. 
Hemiptera 4-8; Entertaining
Anna the aphid wants adventure, and to her, a lightbulb, a bedroom, and a human head are all vast universes to explore. 
Orthoptera
Clarence the cricket has malformed wings…it bothers him, but his family loves him all the same. But when a storm hits one day, it's his uniqueness that helps him survive. 
Gurule, T. (2009).
Non-specified 4-8; Entertaining
Gideon works in the treetops, and is horrified one day when a tree leaf breaks off with him still on it. It carries him through the air and as he sees many wondrous things, he finds he enjoys flying.
Laden, N. (2000)
. Roberto, the Insect Architect. San Francisco, CA: Chronicle Books.
Isoptera
Up to 12; Entertaining Roberto the termite moves to the big city to pursue his dream of being an architect. 
Lally, S. (2001)
.
Hymenoptera, Lepidoptera
Bonnie would rather be a butterfly than a bee, but her mother teaches her that we all have something special to offer. 
Lionni, L. (1977).
Araneae
Little spider loves his mother's handiwork with a web, and through perseverance is able to spin his own. 
5-8; Entertaining
Leo the cockroach enjoys his toy-testing job, but not his boss…an insect-hating man. When Leo tries for a job across the street, he finds it may be worse than what he had. 
